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a superior type to this were to be ineligible for
subsidy. It would not be in place here to refer to the
detailed provisions of the Act, but another socio-
logical aspect of Mr. Chamberlain's general attitude
to the housing question can be seen from these provi-
sions and from the support which he gave to the
Building Societies Movement. He was anxious that
so far as possible the people should be able to own
the houses in which they lived, and he realized that
no true solution of the housing problem could be
found which did not provide for this aspect of the
case. In this he was giving effect to one of the
principles of Conservatism which envisages a nation
of householders, enjoying family life and pursuing
the traditional domestic virtues as against the
socialized conception of swarms of urban flat dwellers
leading standardized near-communal lives.

Short as was Mr. Chamberlain's period at the
Ministry of Health in 1923 he had the satisfaction
not only of successfully getting his Housing Bill on
the Statute Book, but of seeing its success recognized
albeit with reluctance even by his political opponents.
A notable tribute was paid to his work: "From the
moment Mr. Neville Chamberlain took charge of the
Ministry the atmosphere instantly changed for the
better and he earned golden opinions by his clear-
cut definitions of housing policy which were eventu-
ally transformed into the Housing and Rent Restric-
tions Acts. His work brought prestige to the
Government and secured for him a Parliamentary
popularity which has rarely been obtained in so
short a time. He proved that the Unionist Govern-
ment was true to the tradition of Disraeli, who placed
social reform in the forefront of his policy."

The debates of the Housing Legislation in the.
session of 1923 made Mr* Chamberlain's parlia-
mentary reputation. His skill in meeting objections,